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The "Malhoun" Folk Poetry in the Al-Wunshiris area — meeting, listening,

making use of, defending identity —
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ABSTRACT:

Algerian folk poetry gained widespread prominence during the era of French colonialism,
evolving into a literary cornerstone in Algerian society. It stands as a cultural heritage
deserving attention, study, and research—an embodiment of the collective memory
expressing the pain and aspirations of the Algerian people. Stemming from the realms of salty
poetry, knowledge, and cultural traditions, it served as an antidote and antibiotic against the
ravages of French colonization, which sought to erase elements of national identity. Salty
poetry emerged as a talisman for soulful rejuvenation, instilling hope and enthusiasm for the
revolutionary spirit. It took on an organized popular poetic form, utilizing a language that
seamlessly blended vernacular, local dialect, and classical Arabic. This poetic expression
unveiled and countered the submerged aspects buried by colonialism, treating folk literature
as a tool to resist the colonial incursion into the depths of Algerian culture. As a result, the
narrative changed, and falsehoods found no fertile ground in Algeria. Folk poetry became the
oral repository of wisdom, a source of anecdotes and tales passed down through generations
without distortion or deception, thereby challenging the narratives propagated by the
occupying forces.
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