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Abstract

Mirrors of the Other: A Cultural
Approach to Ibn Fadlan’s Journey and its
Reflections in Western Culture

Ahmad Ibn Fadlan was a famous Arab
traveller, a member of the embassy sent by
the Abbasid Caliph of Baghdad to the king
of the Volga Bulgars during the tenth
century. Ibn Fadlan’s Journey has become
an iconic text describing a number of
geographical, historical and cultural
aspects of civilizations from the East to the
West. A number of distinctive creative
works have been influenced by this text,
including Eaters of the Dead, a novel by the
American Michael Crichton, on which a
film, The 13th Warrior, was based. The
multiple reflections of this text in other
civilizations differ in various ways from the
original, some centrally and others
marginally, in order for it to become
centralized in these cultures. It can be
viewed as a single journey that describes
the passage through a number of countries.
But, when it moves from one to another,
civilization itself becomes a subject and the
Other from the dominant culture that is a
target for researchers. Therefore, the study
seeks to investigate two of the texts derived
from the original eastern text of Ibn
Fadlan’s Journey, namely Eaters of the
Dead and The 13th Warrior.

This study aims to analyze how past
and present authors have approached the
Other from different perspectives, taking
into account two dimensions. The first
dimension seeks to investigate the way in
which writers of both texts have been
engaged in reflecting their nations. The
second dimension is the influence of the
changes of literary genre, basically from the

e

wesal e "Oad ol Al U
Silint 3] ¢ glasd! Llelaz, snaill sl
phas § laygas cdisg bbliae Llyxs
ells caas @l auall Jle¥l (ag clolatll
Lopdll B § Ly reall Hgnxll
"Eaters of the ol 21" &gy :dl pid
Michael  ¢sul,S  JSSL) 1 Dead
dalse pelial gl Jeall 59 (Crichton
Blaly codas ol Dl oo el 2
Bamlll s il Gesle L)
Adbasll Wl 28 gas @I Ay ysY
Sleiadl (elead) Sl Jeall clls S
The 13th ,d&e &SI Cylell” gl
S"Warrior

ol i clulail 935 Fongr (dxny
b syLadil 3lsm 3) <639 Shlaxtl §
ol e S @1 el suad ae lalatll o
3l el il (1Y odlas
RORRIES-ECHPVE L JEVE RRV, () STRRSy vk
Js=i 3 (ag Gially 55U gy P
B 3 mals Yy wldll LShe
O 088 @ I3 pudt dwmng 31 ldly
@ 1 Lduags Lossl ) Sl o odlias
allay @ Lot &I Slaxly 4l ¥ cail>)
ool ©3Y el Lajshie M e
BB e sllats dntie Sl 3Ty clegise



Mol eaw Cmae

OMiad (y) Dy I auBlad doylae : ¥ Lo

main text to the derived texts, by looking at
the totality of the target texts referred to,
which appears harmonious and integrated,
then following the image of the Other and
its transition into these texts. Despite the
significant efforts of Ibn Fadlan and
Crichton to be unbiased, both authors
appear to have been subject to unconscious
bias that is difficult to identify clearly in
their respective works. Ibn Fadlan’s text
presents the Other as different, bad and
dirty when looked at from his cultural
perspective. Similarly, Crichton tries to
give a western flavour to lbn Fadlan.
Therefore, the identity embodied in both
texts and the film appears as if through
broken mirrors that do not reveal the whole
truth. The two dimensions are connected
through an analysis based on the concepts
of post-colonial studies that emphasize the
role of post-colonial narrative, along with
concepts such as identity, location,
representation and resistance, ethnicity and
universality.

Keywords ; journey, cultural
comparison, generic
transformation, image of the other,
Ibn Fadhlan
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- Edward Said, Orientalism, London, Penguin,1978.

- Michael Crichton, Eaters of the Dead, New York, Ballantine Books, 1976.

- Montgomery, James E.. "lbn Fadlan and the Rusiyyah", Journal of
Arabic and Islamic Studies, edited by Joseph Norment Bell, volume llI,

2000.
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- Spivack, Gaytari. "Can Subaltern Speak?" The Post-colonial Studies
Reader, Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, Helen Tiffin, Taylor & Francis,
2006.
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34 James E. Montgomery. "Ibn Fadlan and the Rusiyyah”, Journal of Arabic and
Islamic Studies, edited by Joseph Norment Bell, volume 111, 2000, pp. 27-47.
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37 Gaytari Spivack,"Can Subaltern Speak?," The Post-colonial Studies Reader, Bill
Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, Helen Tiffin, Taylor & Francis, 2006, p. 28.
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